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Florida House of Representatives Scores

Average House Score: C+
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House & Senate Bill Descriptions

A=House Bill 29: Criminal Activity Involving Use of Utilities for
Manufacturing Controlled Substances (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Provides criminal penalties for permitting tenant or occupant to
use unlawfully connected utility services; provides that violation
is first-degree misdemeanor; provides for prima facie evidence of
intent to violate such prohibition; provides that theft of utility
services for purpose of manufacturing a controlled substance is
first-degree misdemeanor; provides for prima facie evidence of
intent to commit theft of utility services for purpose of
manufacturing controlled substance. (This bill passed the Florida
House, the Florida Senate, and was approved by the Governor into
Law; Chapter No. 2009-159)

B = House Bill 115: Public Safety from Sexual Offenders and
Predators (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Encourages all public libraries to implement an Internet safety
education program for children and adults; requires sexual
offenders & predators to provide home telephone numbers & any
cellular telephone numbers as part of registration process; corrects
references relating to exclusions from sexual offender or predator
designation; removes residency requirements in statutes relating
to computer pornography involving minor children, etc. (This bill
passed the Florida House, the Florida Senate, and was approved
by the Governor into Law; Chapter No. 2009-194)

C =Senate Bill 160: Criminal History Screening Relating to
Sports Coaches (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Defines the terms "independent youth athletic team,” "minor," and
"sports coach.” Requires the sanctioning authority of an
independent youth athletic team to screen an applicant for sports
coach through designated public websites maintained by the
FDLE and the United States Department of Justice. Provides that a
background screening in compliance with the federal Fair Credit
Reporting Act satisfies screening provisions, etc. (This bill passed
the Florida Senate, and died in the Florida House)

D = Senate Bill 168: Florida Statewide Task Force to Prevent
Human Trafficking (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Creates within the Department of Children and Family Services the
Florida Statewide Task Force on Human Trafficking. Requires that
the task force prepare a final report by a specified date. Provides
duties of the Florida State University Center for the Advancement
of Human Rights, etc. (This bill passed the Florida House, the
Florida Senate, and was approved by the Governor into Law;
Chapter No. 2009-95)

E = House Bill 239: “Choose Life,” etc. Specialty License Plates
for Motor Vehicles (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Limits use of proceeds from sale of specialty license plates; revises
provisions for Choose Life license plate, and other license plates;
provides for voluntary contribution to Autism License Plate Fund
& Ronald McDonald Houses of Florida; revises period after which
license plate must be replaced & conforms fees; removes
requirements for size & construction of license plates & validation
stickers; revises purpose of fee collected on vehicle registration or
renewal; provides for display of license plates on wreckers, etc.
(This bill passed the Florida House, and died in the Florida Senate)

Key to House of Rep. Votes:

\oted with the CCFLA -
\Voted opposite the CCFLA -
Did not vote on the bill -

F = Senate Bill 324: Relating to Internet Safety in Public
Libraries (2009) - (Supported by the C. C. of Florida)
Encourages all public libraries to implement an Internet safety
education program for children and adults. Provides minimum
requirements for the program. Requires libraries to annually report
to the Division of Library and Information Services of the
Department of State the number of participants who complete the
program. Requires that the division adopt rules to award additional
points to grant applicants implementing such a program. (This bill
passed the Florida Senate, and died in the Florida House)

G =House Bill 381: “Give Grandparents & Other Relatives a
\oice Act' (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Requires that case record of child under supervision or in custody
of DCFS be maintained in complete & accurate manner; expands
list of persons or entities that have access to child abuse records;
renames "children's zones" as "children's initiatives"; revises
provisions relating to strategic community plan; provides for
reappropriation of funds, etc. (This bill passed the Florida House,
the Florida Senate and was approved by the Governor into Law;
Chapter No. 2009-43)

H = Senate Bill 448: Prohibits Sexual Activities Involving
Animals (2009) - (Supported by the C. C. of Florida)

Provides definitions. Prohibits knowing sexual conduct or sexual
contact with an animal. Prohibits specified related activities.
Provides penalties. Provides that the act does not apply to certain
husbandry, conformation judging, and veterinary practices. (This
bill passed the Florida Senate, and died in messages to the House)

I =House Bill 453: Tax Credits for Contributions to Nonprofit
Scholarship-funding Organizations (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Provides that credit authorized under Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship Program does not apply to credit for Florida
alternative minimum tax; expands & renames Corporate Income Tax
Credit Scholarship Program to include insurance premium tax
credits; revises credits for contributions to nonprofit scholarship-
funding organizations; provides that taxpayer eligible to receive
credit against insurance premium tax is not eligible to receive credit
against corporate income tax; imposes additional requirement upon
DOE; specifies school district tax credit scholarship notification
requirements & limitations; provides for credits against insurance
premium tax for contributions to specified eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations; authorizes certain insurers that
made past contributions to Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program
to claim credits against future corporate income tax liability; etc.
(This bill passed the Florida House, the Florida Senate, and was
approved by the Governor into Law; Chapter No. 2009-108)

J = House Bill 597: Relating to Preventing Homelessness and
Caring for Children Leaving Foster Care (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Revises, provides & deletes definitions; increases & revises
membership on Council of Homelessness; removes member from
obsolete organization; creates Housing First program; provides
components of program; provides that local continuums of care
that adopt program be given funding priority; provides legislative
findings & intent relating to young adults leaving foster care, etc.
(This bill passed the Florida House, the Florida Senate, and was
approved by the Governor into Law; Chapter No. 2009-164)

K =House Bill 659: Reclassification of Sexual Misconduct with
Students by Authority Figures (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Provides for reclassification of specified sexual offenses committed
against students by an authority figure. (This bill passed the
Florida House, and died in messages to the Florida Senate)



Florida Senate Scores and Bill Descriptions

Average Senate Score: C+
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House & Senate Bill Descriptions continued:

L = Senate Bill 788: Initial Floor Vote on the Indian Gaming
Compact between the State of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of
Florida (2009) - (Opposed by the Christian Coalition of FL)
See “M” (This bill passed the Florida House, the Florida Senate)

M = Senate Bill 788: Final Passage of the Indian Gaming
Compact between the State of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of
Florida (2009) - (Opposed by the Christian Coalition of FL)
Provides terms and conditions for a gaming compact between the
State of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Removes an
exception to the required issuance date of licenses to conduct
thoroughbred racing performances. Provides that the payout
percentage of a slot machine gaming facility must be at least 85
percent. Revises requirements for initial issuance of a cardroom
license, etc. (This bill passed the Florida House, the Florida
Senate, and was approved by the Governor into Law; Chapter
No. 2009-170)

N = Senate Bill 836: Authorizes Electronic Gaming Machines
(2009) - (Opposed by the Christian Coalition of Florida)
Authorizes electronic gaming machines in certain pari-mutuel
facilities and authorizes the Div. of Pari-mutuel Wagering to issue
licenses for electronic gaming. Prohibits persons who are
younger than 18 years of age from playing electronic gaming
machines. Provides for the additional tax that a municipality may
access for live racing to apply to additional specified games.
(This bill was “Laid on the Table” in the Senate and did not pass)

O = House Joint Resolution 919: Revision of the Class Size
Requirements for Public Schools (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Proposes amendment to s. 1, Art. IX & creation of s. 31, Art. XII
of State Constitution relating to class size requirements for public
schools. State Constitution currently limits maximum number of
students assigned to each teacher in public school classrooms in
the following grade groupings: for pre-kindergarten through
grade 3, 18 students; for grades 4 through 8, 22 students; & for
grades 9 through 12, 25 students. Under amendment, current
limits on maximum number of students assigned to each teacher
in public school classrooms would become limits on average
number of students assigned per class to each teacher, by
specified grade level, in each public school, etc. (This bill passed
the Florida House, and died in the Florida Senate)

Key to Senate Votes:.

Voted with the CCFLA -
\oted opposite the CCFLA -
Did not vote on the bill -
Not on that committee -
Died shortly after session - |@

P = Senate Bill 1248: Initial Floor Vote on Instructional
Materials for Public K-12 Education (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

See “R” (This bill passed the Florida House, the Florida Senate)

R = Senate Bill 1248: Final Passage of Instructional Materials
for Public K-12 Education (2009) -

(Supported by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

Deletes a provision that requires a public school principal to
collect 50 to 75 percent of a textbook's purchase price from a
student who has lost, or damaged a textbook that has been used
for more than 1 year. Requires the DOE to encourage school
districts to initiate, and adopt service learning programs, and
activities in grades K-12. Service-learning activities foster
academic achievement, character development, civic engagement,
and career exploration and enable students to apply curriculum
content, skills, and behaviors taught in the classroom. (This bill
passed the Florida House, the Florida Senate, and was approved
by the Governor into Law; Chapter No. 2009-222)

S=Amendment to House Bill 5001: Amendment to Allow State
Funding of Embryonic Stem Cell Research (2009) -

(Opposed by the Christian Coalition of Florida)

This Amendment offered by Representative Sands to the
Appropriations Bill would have allowed state funds to be
appropriated to support embryonic stem cell research which
destroy human embryos. (This Amendment was defeated)

T = House Bill 7145: Relating to Pari-Mutuel Permitholders
(2009) - (Opposed by the Christian Coalition of Florida)
Revises provisions for permits, and licensing to conduct quarter
horse race meetings; revises authorization to substitute races of
other breeds of horses; allows for operation of cardroom 24
hours a day; revises license fee & tax rate for slot machine
licensees; etc. (This bill passed in different forms from the
Florida House, & Senate, and died in the conference committee)



